
PREFACE

The Mikro-meetings

A new venue for Micropalaeontologists in Central Europe

The field of applied Micropalaeontology had its inception in Kraków at the end

of the 19
th

century with the early scientific work of Józef Grzybowski. By 1905, Dr

Grzybowski was teaching a course entitled “Mikropaleontologia” at the Jagiello-

nian University. As far as we can determine, Grzybowski’s course was perhaps the

world’s first university-level course in our subject. From these humble beginnings,

the field of Micropalaeontology in Central Europe steadily grew, as more of Grzy-

bowski’s students (and grand-students) became active in the field. It was therefore

deemed appropriate that the very first Mikro-meeting (organised with the help of J.

Tyszka, K. B¹k & M. Oliwkiewicz-Miklasiñska at the Research Centre of the Pol-

ish Academy of Sciences in Kraków) in March, 1998 took a retrospective look at

the work and scientific legacy of Józef Grzybowski – with the benefit of one hun-

dred years of hindsight.

The idea behind the first Mikro-meeting was quite simple – Poland has a critical

mass of active micropalaeontologists – the only thing that was missing was a soci-

ety or a reason for them to meet from time to time. The first Mikro-meeting was

conceived as a scientific venue for Polish and Polish-speaking micropalaeontolo-

gists. The original idea for the first meeting was simply based on the concept of the

long-running British Micropalaeontological Society group meetings – a one or

two-day meeting open to everyone, that enable scientists to get together informally

and present their recent results. The meeting was attended by micropalaeontolo-

gists and friends from academia and industry, and attracted participants from all

corners of Poland, and even from abroad. After the scientific session, the partici-

pants retired to a local restaurant to continue informal discussions in small groups. I

recall one of the more experienced micropalaeontologists whispering to me “We

should have been doing something like this thirty years ago”. Had this been the

case, Poland would have had the world’s first micropalaeontological society. “Bet-

ter late than never”, I thought to myself. I left the meeting with the feeling that the

participants of the first meeting overwhelmingly approved of the idea, and would

like the event to become a regular occurrence.

The first meeting was so successful that we immediately decided to hold a sec-

ond one. As most of the participants of the first meeting hailed from Kraków (and



the others said they were more than happy to visit Kraków), it was decided to meet

again the following year. This meeting was a two-day event held at the Institute of

Geological Sciences of the Jagiellonian University. The first day consisted of oral

presentations, and the next morning was reserved for the poster session held at the

Geology Museum. At this meeting, the idea of organising a more formal “Polish

Micropalaeontological Society” was proposed, but the results of a survey were in-

conclusive. It was agreed in the end that the Grzybowski Foundation would fulfil

such a function, at least for the immediate future. It was further agreed that the

Mikro-meetings would be held every two years. This would give people time to

prepare new material to present at the next meeting.

The Mikro-meetings achieved a new level of sophistication at the first “Field

Meeting”, a two-day event held in Zakopane in May, 2001. This meeting combined

a scientific session with a post-meeeting field excursion. The Mikro-meeting was

no longer an informal one-day gathering like the BMS Foram group meetings, but

had grown into a proper scientific conference, with an abstract volume, a confer-

ence dinner, and a field trip. The participants were quite happy with the new venue,

and no amount of rain during the field excursion could dampen our spirits.

The Mikro-4 meeting was the first meeting to be held in Central Poland, and was

organised by the Warsaw branch of the Polish Geological Survey. The venue for

this meeting was a luxurious guest house in the sunny and picturesque town of Ka-

zimierz, along the right bank of the Wis³a River. The meeting combined scientific

sections with geological walks to visit the Upper Cretaceous and Paleogene depos-

its in the local area. For the first time we ended the meeting with a traditional Polish

barbeque, accompanied by ample quantities of amber liquid and all the traditional

campfire songs. A thoroughly enjoyable time was had by all. This meeting was not

only one of the most interesting and successful micropalaeontological conferences

I have ever attended, but it set a very high standard for future Mikro-meetings. In

fact, with the format adopted by the last two Mikro-meetings, the venue can now be

considered as a local successor to the “European Micropalaeontological Collo-

quium” meetings that were held in the 1960’s to 1980’s.

I am sure I speak for my colleagues when I say it is our genuine wish that

Mikro-meetings can continue long into the future. There is a genuine need to foster

the exchange of ideas and information on a national level. The future of micropale-

ontology will be to carry out integrated studies to solve fundamental questions in

Earth and Ocean Sciences. If the collaboration fostered by the Mikro-meetings re-

sults in just one such research grant, then the meeting series will be deemed a suc-

cess. The collaborative studies published in this volume are testimony to the fact

that this process has already begun. If in some small way, the Mikro-meetings can

contribute to promoting our scientific heritage and improving upon the current state

of knowledge, then we will all be able to take pride in helping to establish this new

forum for scientific research.
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